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2023 VTCI International August 16th-19th 
Cartersville, Georgia

By Jim Murphy, for North Georgia Thunderbirds
We are very pleased to announce that the VTCI Southeast Region 
will be hosting the 2023 VTCI  International in Cartersville, GA…
about 45 miles northwest of Atlanta from August 16th to 19th.

THE MAIN VENUE:  SAVOY AUTOMOBILE MUSEUM (SAM)
Georgia Museums, Inc. has distinguished themselves worldwide 
with two Smithsonian Institution affiliates: Booth Western Art 
Museum and Tellus Science Museum.  To this – in December 2021 
– they have added the world-class Savoy Automobile Museum 
(SAM). It has a stunningly furnished 65,000 square foot display 
area as well as a whopping 30,000 garage just to house the pre-
cious classics awaiting display rotation.  No expense has been 
spared.  When the Atlanta Chapter of the Southeast Region 
toured the facility in early 2022, it is no exaggeration to say 
that we were awestruck.  Every square inch is beautifully ex-
ecuted.  Even something as mundane as a trip to the restroom 
delights, with stunning tile designs and the first water faucets 
to also dry your hands that I have ever seen!  There are no im-
ages that could possibly do this facility complete justice, but 
here are just a few glimpses at what is in store for all of you this 
coming August…
As we first entered SAM, Boone Barnes (long-time club member 
along with his wife, Cookie) remarked “Wouldn’t this make a 
great place for a T’Bird Meet?”  Of course it would!  But would 
SAM even entertain such an idea?  As President of the Chapter, 
I promised to start the ball rolling.  A subsequent meeting with 
Dale Brott (Southeast Region Director) at the museum persuaded 
him that this was an idea worth pursuing.  Many meetings with 
management ensued, and we are now very proud to report that 
all agreements with SAM are now fully negotiated and signed.
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One of our goals in establishing a 2023 Meet venue, was to break 
away from making the hotel the center of all activity.  Let’s face 
it, most all of us have been to many hotels in our lives, and it 
is very hard to get excited about “just another hotel”…even if 
it is a nice one.  So instead, SAM will be the focal point of all 
the main events.  They have excellent dining facilities, and will 
host the Friday (8/18) night dinner activities, as well as the tra-
ditional Awards Dinner on Saturday (8/19). The showing/judging 
of our Thunderbirds will take place on the grass surrounding the 
museum (rain contingency plans are in place, off of the lawn).

THE HOTEL:  MARRIOTT COURTYARD, CARTERSVILLE, GA
Luck has been on our side in many ways, particularly in hav-
ing a venue as exciting as SAM in our own backyard.  But when 
it comes to a nice – and affordable hotel – who could ask for 
more than to have a recently opened Marriott Courtyard liter-
ally across the street and only about a mile or so down the road?
Included in the VTCI-negotiated room rate, is a Hot Breakfast.  
Facilities provided include an Outdoor Pool, Convenience Store, 
Fitness Center, and Laundry.  Another thoughtful and respon-
sible touch is that it is a green-minded building with rooftop 
solar panels.  All in all, club members will find this to be a well-
maintained and up-to-date hotel, with an attentive staff.



18

The Hospitality Room will have snacks, drinks, wine and beer 
throughout our stay, starting with a Wednesday (8/16) night Piz-
za Party for early arrivals, and through Saturday (8/19).

REGISTER EARLY and luck could be on your side.  Register 
for the convention and reserve your room before April 1st and 
you’ll receive 4 chances for a free room night.  Register after 
May 1st, and you’ll be allocated 3 chances for a free room night.  
If you’re a bit later, after June 1st, you can register and still 
receive 2 chances for a free room night.  Finally, for the true 
procrastinators among us, register after July 1st through August 
1st and you’ll still receive 1 chance for a free room night.  Room 
guarantees require a final tally to the hotel by July 16th – so be 
sure to register early or Lady Luck may give you a wave as she 
passes you by.

OPTIONAL THURSDAY TOURS OF BOOTH WESTERN 
ART MUSEUM & TELLUS SCIENCE MUSEUM

On Thursday, we will have an optional morning tour of the 
Booth Western Art Museum (with on-site lunch available in a 
reserved room for VTCI) followed by an optional afternoon tour 
of the Tellus Science Museum.  Both of these fine museums have 
distinguished themselves as affiliates of the world-renowned 
Smithsonian Institution.
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The Booth Western Art Museum opened in August 2003 and boasts 
a total of 120,000 square feet of space, which is the largest ex-
hibition space for Western art in the country.  Featured early 
artists include George Caitlin, Albert Bierstadt, Frederic Reming-
ton, Charles Russel and many others.  But the core of the collec-
tion consists of recent and living masters such as Howard Terpning, 
Ken Riley, G. Harvey as well as contemporary masters like Ed Mell, 
Thom Ross, Donna Howell-Sickles, Kim Wiggins and others.

The Tellus Science Museum is a natural history and science 
museum well known for having many “hands-on” exhibits.  It 
encompasses many outstanding attractions, including the 
Weinman Mineral Gallery, Fossil Gallery, Millar Science in Motion 
Gallery, Collins Family My Big Backyard, Bentley Planetarium, 
Telescope Observatory, Theater, and more.

DAY BY DAY REVIEW
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16th :  Early arrivals. Hospitality Room 
open, with evening Pizza Party
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 17th:  Optional Booth Western Art Museum 
AM tour with lunch, and PM tour Of Tellus Science Museum.  Din-
ner:  On Your Own

FRIDAY, AUGUST 18th:  Day is “open” for relaxing, exploring 
other local sights, and for preparing the Thunderbirds for their 
showing/judging.  Dinner:  at the Savoy Automobile Museum

SATURDAY, AUGUST 19th:  AM Thunderbird Car Show/Judging 
Event  Awards Dinner:  at the Savoy Automobile Museum

SUNDAY, AUGUST 20th:  Goodbyes and Departures…travel safely!

\WAKE THAT THUNDERBIRD UP FROM ITS WINTER 
HIBERNATION AND MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW!

A complete registration form is in this issue of the SCOOP.  We will 
be having a drawing for some FREE ROOM NIGHTS, and the earlier 
you register, the more chances you will have to WIN!  Winners will 
be announced at the Friday night dinner at SAM. (see “Register 
Early in this article”)

A lot of effort and planning has gone into making this one of the 
most memorable VTCI International Meets of all time!  Surprises 
are also planned…so get that T’Bird ready and plan to join us for 
a lot of fun, food, and friendship this coming August 16th-19th!


